affiliated web site, the user logs in using the unique identifier, 
thereby ensuring that users can be identified notwithstanding 
proxy servers or different users using the same computer. 

Still further, those of ordinary skill in the field will also 
understand that while the advertising server, the affiliate web 
site and the advertiser's web site are described as being in 
different geographic locations, that is not required. Still further, 
while the advertising server process, reporting process, derive 
profile process and management process are described as 
being implemented on one computer platform performing all of 
the above described functions, it is readily understood by 
those of skill that any or all of these functions may be 
implemented on one or more different computers and further 
that these processes may be performed at different nodes on 
the network. 
We claim: 


a user node having a browser program coupled to/Said 


network, said user node providing requests for infor- 
mation on said network; // 


a content provider affiliate node having a respective 
affiliate web site responsive to requests for information 
from said user node to provide media contend advert- 
ising space for display of advertising comtent and a link 
message to said user node; / 

an advertiser node having an advertiser web site including 
advertising content, said advertiser node responsive to 
a request to provide said advertising content; and 
an advertisement server node storing information about 
said user node, said advertisement server node being 
responsive to a request frorr/said user node based on 
said link message to select sm advertiser node as a 
selected advertiser node ba^ed upon the information 
stored about said user nod/ at said advertisement 
server node, and identifVsaid advertiser node as said 
selected advertiser nodp to said user node, 

whereby said advertising content from said selected 
advertiser node is displayed at said user node. 

2. A network m accordance with claim 1, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the numbec/of times said advertising content has been 
previously delayed at said user node. 

3. A network in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 
advertiserrient server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the characteristics of said user. 

4. A network in accordance with claim 3, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on at least one of the characteristics of said user selected from 
the group consisting of user ID, IP address, user cookie, user 
login code, user digital certificate, geographic location, time 
zone, country, domain type, Internet service provider, 
organization type, employer, industry type, com- 
pany size, number of employees, types of advertisements 
previously viewed and types of advertisements previously 
clicked. 




5. A network in accordance with claim 1, wherein said link 
message is an HTML tag. 

6. A network in accordance with claim 1, wherein said link 
message is an HTTP redirect message containing an IP 
address used to redirect said user node to said advertisement 
server node. 

7. In a network supporting the hypertext transfer proto^oT ^' 
tnd having a user node including a browser progj^rrTcoupled 

to said network, said user node prp>kfing requests for 
information on said network, a cpjJteHtprovider affiliate node 
having a respective affiliate^web site responsive to requests 
for information fronrtfaid user node to provide media content, 
advertising^pa^efor display of advertising content and a link 
message"fo said user node, a 
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— pkfflA&f~ot advertiser nodes, each of said plurality of 
advertiser nodes having a respective advertiser web site 
including respective advertising content, each of 
advertisernodes responsive to a respective request to provi 
respective advertising content, a network node comprising: 
an advertisement server node storingMnformation atfout 
said user node and responsive^tfja request fronaf'said user 
node based on said link message to select an advertiser node 
as a selected advertiser node based upon the information 
stored about said user node at said advertisement server 
node, and identify said advertiser nockr as said selected 
advertiser node to said user node, whereby said advertising 
content from said selected advertiseryifode is displayed at 
,said user node. 

8. An advertisement server no/efe in accordance with claim 
7, wherein said advertisement server node selects said 
advertiser node based on thynumber of times said adver- 
tising content has been p/eviously displayed at said user 
node. 

9. An advertisement /erver node in accordance with claim 
7, wherein said advertisement server node selects said 
advertiser node basefl on the characteristics of said user. 

10. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 9, wherein>said advertisement server node selects said 
advertiser node based on at least one of the characteristics of 
said user sej'ected from the group consisting of user ID, IP 
address, u^er cookie, user login code, user digital certificate, 
geographic location, time zone, country, domain type, Inter- 
net service provider, organization type, employer, industry 
type/ company size, number of employees, types of adver- 
tisements previously viewed and types of advertisements 

feviously clicked. 

1 1 . A network node in accordance with claim 7, wherein 
said link message is an HTML tag. 

12. A network node in accordance with claim 7, wherein 
said link message is an HTTP redirect message containing an 
IP address used to redirect said user node to said 
.advertisement server node. 

" 13. In a network su pport i im thiliypeiiexlUdiitifei pio toefr 
■ a"nd having a user node including a browser program couptea 
to said network, said user node providing requests for 
information on said network '|an advertiser node/having an 
advertiser web site including advert is in ex-content, said 
advertiser node responsive to a reques^io provide said 
advertising content, and an advertisement server node storing 
information about said usernode.ana responsive to a request 
from said user node to select anadvertiser node as a selected 
advertiser node based uponthe information stored about said 
user node at said advectfsement server node , and identify said 
advertiser node as said selected advertiser node to said user 
node, wherein said advertising content from said selected 
advertiser node is displayed at said user node, a network node 
comprisin 

a coitfent provider affiliate node having a respective 
Hate web site responsive to requests for information 
om said user node to provide media content and 


advertising space for display of advertising contep 
said content provider affiliate web site furtherope^iding 
a link message to said user node identifyhtjfthe IP 
address of said advertisements^pv^fnode to said user 
node for providing advertising content for said adver- 
tising space , whejefffthe advertising content is selected by 
said advertisement server node based upon the information 


storeiKabout said user node at said advertisement server 

"IT 


14. A network node in accordance with claim 13, wherein 
said link message is an HTML tag. 

15. A network node in accordance with claim 13, wherein 
said link message is an HTTP redirect message containing 
said IP address used to redirect said user node to said 
advertisement server node. 

44r A ne t w o rk support ffl f**he-hvpffleXt transfer protg 
comprising: 

a user node havingjJjj^wstTprogram coupled to said 
networjs^ea^user node providing requests for infor- 
ion on sai d nrtwnrfc. », 
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" a oontont prov id er affiliate node having a lespectivg; 
affiliate web site responsive to requests for information 
from said user node to provide media content, adver^ 
tising space for display of advertising content/and /link 
message to said user node; and 
an advertisement server node storing information about said 

user node and responsive to a request from said user node 
based on said link message to select an advertising banner for 
said advertising space i>ased upon the information stored 
about said user node, and to reply to said/request from said 
user node by identifying said advertising banner to said user 
node, 

whereby said advertising banner from 7 said advertisement 

server node is displayed at said user node in said 
advertising space. > 

17. An advertisement se/ver node in accordance with 
claim 16, wherein said advertisement server node selects said 
advertiser node based on the/number of times said advertising 
content has been previously displayed at said 

user node. 

18. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 16, wherein saua advertisement server node selects 
said advertiser node/oased on the characteristics of said user. 

19. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 1 8, whereiir said advertisement server node selects 
said advertiserynode based on at least one of the character- 
istics of said ireer selected from the group consisting of user 
DO, IP address, user cookie, user login code, user digital 
certificateVgeographic location, time zone, country, domain 
type, Internet service provider, organization type, employer, 
industry type, company size, number of employees, types of 
advertisements previously viewed and types of advertise- 
niecft s previ o usly clicked :— 

20. A netwo r k in aooordanoe with , c l aim \6 ; — forth} 


icluding: 

1 wherein said advertisement server node is re$frt>nsive to a 
request from said user node to identjiy*an advertiser 
web site corresponding to said^dvertising banner;and 
an advertiser node having juvtfcJvertiser web site including 

advertising contentp&rfesponding to said advertising 
banner, said advertiser node responsive to a request to 
provide saidad<ertising content corresponding to the 
selectior^-erfsaid advertising banner by said user, 

whereby said advertising content from said advertiser 
^rf&A& Vs displayed at said uoor node , 

21. A network in accordance with claim 16, wherein said 
link message is an HTML tag. 

22. A network in accordance with claim 16, wherein said 
link message is an HTTP redirect message containing an IP 
address used to redirect said user node to said advertisement 
server node. 

Jik \^fl2 3. In u uctwuik su ppo r ting the hvpeilext tia rr sfcr protocol - 
R^/ and comprising a user node havingabrow^ex^FegralfTc^upled 
/ to said nejwj>rj£^ai4-tiseT^^ requests for 

' ^Jafer rggESn^ on mud ucUvuili, a cuiileul provider affiliate ire da^ 


< l having a r es p ective afltiiate web site lespousive t o rcqa ost^. 
for information from said user node to provide media content, 
advertising space for display of advertising content'ajra a link 
message to said user node, a network node comprising: 

an advertisement server node storing inform ati on about 
said user node and responsive to a request from said user 
node based on said link message^oselect an advertising 
banner for said advertising spaoe ^based upon the information 
stored about said.irser node at said advertisement server 
node , and to reply to^aid request from said user node by 
identifying said^a^vertising banner to said user node, 
wherein said / ardvertising banner from said advertisement 
server nojieis displayed at said user node in said advertising 

# spaced 

2!4. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
>cmim 23^wJierdHi-8aid-^xr7eTtisement server node selects 
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'said 


advec 




said advertising banner based on the number of times sa 
advertising content has been previously displayed^ 
user node. 

25. An advertisement server node in accoj#6nce with 
claim 23, wherein said advertisement server node selects 
said advertising banner based on the cj»aracteri sties of said 
user. 

26. An advertisement server/fode in accordance with 
claim 25, wherein said advertisement server node selects 
said advertising banner batfed on at least one of the charac- 
teristics of said user seized from the group consisting of user 
ID, IP address, user cookie, user login code, user digital 
certificate, geographic location, time zone, country, domain 
type, Internpfservice provider, organization type, employer, 
industrv^pe, company size, number of employees, types of 

isements previously viewed and types of advertise- 
previously clicked. 

27. A network node in accordance with claim 23, wherein 
said link message is an HTML tag. 

28. A network node in accordance with claim 23, wherein 
said link message is an HTTP redirect message containing 
an IP address used to redirect said user node to said 

[dvertisement server node. 

■^-o atwnrlf ^p pn fti^g + Uo hy pertext tf dllsftfl ' plUlUCul 

S comprising a user node having a browser program coupled 
to said network, said user node providing requests for 
information on said network, an advertisement server np 
storing information about said user node and responsive to a 
requestfrom said user node to select an advertisip^oanner for 
said advertising space based upon the irJonnation stored 
about said user node , and to reply to sakf request from said 
user node by identifying said advertising banner to said user 
node, a network node comprising 

a content provider affiliate^tfode having a respective 
affiliate web site responsive to requests for information 
from said user node tt/provide media content and 
advertising space fo/aisplay of advertising content, 
said content provider affiliate web site further providing 
a link messaged said user node identifying the IP address of 
said advertisement server node to said user node for 
providing an advertising banner for said advertising space a 
wherein the advertising banner is selected based upon the 
ormation stored about said user node at said advertisement 
enrede — 

30. A network node in accordance with claim 29, wherein 
said link message is an HTML tag. 

31. A network node in accordance with claim 29, wherein 
said link message is an HTTP redirect message containing 
said IP address used to redirect said user node to said 
advertisement server node. 

S3. In a ncftvork ^mppouhl^ the hypertext t^anaf^pj^lOtajU 
bnd comprising a user node ha\in^a^xo^erjyr^^amcoup\ed 
to said network,sajii--tiseT"Tiode providing requests for 
nforma^imrolfsaid network a content provider affiliate node 
g d iispuuivc ufTiliiik wub a ill lespuiJMVe lo reqw&te^ 


wnei 

iPTOI 


^^brtftferm aliuii fioni said user nodo to provide media contrfR * 
advertising space for display of advertising content and^tink 
message to said user node, and an advertiser node baving an 
advertiser web site including advertising content 
corresponding to said advertising banner/said advertiser 
node responsive to a request to provide said advertising 
content corresponding to the selectifjn of said advertising 
banner by said user, a network node comprising: 

an advertisement server node storing information about 
said user node and responsive to a request from said user 
node based on said linje'message to select an advertising 
banner for said advertising space based upon the information 
stored about sakLriser node , and to reply to said request from 
said user node^y identifying said advertising banner to said 
user nodpf wherein said advertisement server node is 
responsive to a request from said user node to identify an 
adyertiser web site corresponding to said advertising banner, 

thereby _3acd^ 
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^ a d vert is ing banner from said a dverti s em e nt se rv e r - node^ 
is displayed at said user node in said advertising space/ 
and whereby said"a3vertising content from said / 

selected advertiser node is displayed at said user njmc,^ 

33. An advertisement server node in accontence with 
claim 32, wherein said advertisement server riode selects 
said advertising banner based on the numberof times 

said advertising content has been previously displayed at said 
user node. / 

34. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 32, wherein said advertisenrent server node selects 
said advertising banner based jm the characteristics of said 
user. / 

35. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 34, wherein said advertisement server node selects 
said advertising banner based on at least one of the charac- 
teristics of said user selected from the group consisting of user 
ID, IP address, uder cookie, user login code, user digital 
certificate, geographic location, time zone, country, domain 
type, Interneyservice provider, organization type, employer, 
industry type, company size, number of employees, types of 
advertisements previously viewed and types of advertise- 
ment^previously clicked. 

3o. A network method in accordance with claim 35, wherein 
said advertisement server node selects said advertising banner 

'based on the - oharaotoriatioo ofeaid usor. — 

37. A network method in accordance with claim 36, 
wherein said advertisement server node selects said adver- 
tising banner based on at least one of the characteristics of 
said user selected from the group consisting of user ID, IP 
address, user cookie, user login code, user digital certificate, 
geographic location, time zone, country, domain type, Inter- 
net service provider, organization type, employer, industry 
type, company size, number of employees, types of adver- 
tisements previously viewed and types of advertisements 
previously clicked. 

etwQric^6thed4fl^eof ^nc c- wi t h -dHtnr"35T 
erein said advertisement server node selects said adver- 
tising banner based on the number of times said advertisir] 
content has been previously displayed at said user nodpf 

39. A method in accordance with claim 37, sajd^ethod 
further comprising: j< 

sending a request from said user node tp^aid advertising 
server web site responsive to selection of said adver- 
tising banner at said user node; 

sending a reply from said advertising server web site to 
said user node identify ing^aid advertiser web site 
corresponding to sai^dvertising banner; 

sending a request from said user node to said advertising 
web site to provide said advertising content corre- 
spond ingjef'said advertising banner by said user; 

sendina^reply from said advertiser web site to said user 
ncxte; and 

d^fifoying sard-advert ising content at-said-usef-ttede: * 


• 



40. A network node in accordance with claim 32, wherein 
said link message is an HTML tag. 

41. A network node in accordance with claim 32, wherein 
said link message is an HTTP redirect message containing 

IP address used to redirect said user node to said 
lyertisement server node. 

#2r-ftt a network supporting the hypertext transfer protocol 
including a user node having a browsj 
coupled to said network, a^pjit©nt-pfovT3eraffiIiate node 
having a resjje£live-~a1Kfiate web site containing media 
o<ffltentni3verti s ing space for display of ad vei Using coiUe rrt- 
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^^B^sdvertisefflcntscrvernoae having an advertisin^^er- 
web site and storing information about said user node, a> 
method for delivery of advertising to said user node, sa^ci 
method comprising: / 

sending a request for information from said u^er node to 
said affiliate web site requesting information; / 

sending a reply from said affiliate web sKe responsive to 
said request for information from said u^er node, said reply 
containing media content, advertising^pace for display of 
advertising content and a lj#k message to said user 
node; / 
sending a request from sara user node based on said link 
message to said advertising server web site to provide 
an advertising banner for said advertising space; 
selecting, at saidiravertising server web site, an 
advertising banner based upon the information stored 
about said/fser node : 

sending a /eply from said advertising server web site 
identifying said advertising banner to said user node; 

dismaying said advertising banner in said advertising 
>^-space-at- said uact nud e: * 

43. A network method in accordance with claim 42, 
wherein said link message is an HTML tag. 

44. A network method in accordance with claim 42, 
wherein said link message is an HTTP redirect message 
containing an IP address used to redirect said user node to 
s^d advertisement server node. 

£r4fl- a network - su pporting the hypertext tran c for i?rptaCTrt ~ 
and including a user node having a browser program coupled 
to said network, a content provider affiliate node having a y 
respective affiliate web site containing media content ap 
advertising space for display of advertising content an 
advertisement server node storing information abowt said 
user node, and an advertiser node having an advertiser web 
site including advertising content, a method for delivery of 
advertising content to said user node said metirod comprising: 
sending a request for information from said user node to 

said affiliate web site requesting infirfrmation; 
sending a reply from said affiliate Web site, responsive to 
said request for information from said user node,con- 
taining media content, advertising space for display of 
advertising content and a linj/message to said user 
node; 

sending a request basecKon said link message from said 
user node to said advertisement server node to select an 
advertiser node; 

selecting, at said Advertisement server node, an advertiser 
node based upon the information stored about said user 
node : 

sending a rerify from said advertisement server node to 

said use/node identifying said selected advertiser node; 
sending^/ request from said user node to said advertiser 
node/o provide said advertising content to said user; 
seiyifng a reply from said advertiser web site to said user 


di sp laying 3a i d advertising cont e nt at aaid u c or node : — 
46. A network method in accordance with claim 45, 
wherein said advertisement server node selects said adyef^ 
tiser node based on the number of times said advertising 
content has been previously displayed at sak^tfser node. 

47. A network method in accordance withTclaim 45, wherein 
said advertisement server node selects said advertiser node 
based on the characteristic><rfsaid user. 

48. A network method in accordance with claim 47, 
wherein said advertisement server node selects said adver- 
tiser node based on at least one of the characteristics of said 
user selected from the group consisting of user ID, IP 
address, user cookie, useriogin code, user digital certificate, 


geographic location, time zone, country, domain type, Inter- 
net service provider, organization type, employer, industry 
type, company size, number of employees, types of adver- 
tisements previously viewed and types of advertisements 
previously clicked. — 

49. A network method in accordance with claim 45, wherein 
said link message is an HTML tag. 
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50. A network method in accordance with claim 45, 
wherein said link message is an HTTP redirect message 
containing an IP address used to redirect said user node to 
said advertisement server node. 


